SUMMARY OF THE ACT

A BIRD'S EYE VIEW OF THE LAW OF MOTOR

VEHICLES IN INDIA, DEDUCED FROM

THE ACT AND SUPPORTED BY

CONCRETE CASES.

The Legislature have taken great care in framing rules relating
to the selection and eligibility of the driver of a motor vehicle. In
the first place it lays down that no person under the age of eighteen
years shall drive a motor vehicle in any public place (i). To ensure
a greater amount of care and responsibility on the part of the driver,
the law insists that no person shall drive a motor vehicle in a public
place unless he is licensed in a prescribed manner (2). It has been
further enacted that the driver of a motor vehicle shall produce his
license on demand by a police officer (3). Of course, there is no pro-
hibition against the driving of a car by a properly licensed person
who has not got his license with him. What is an offence under
the Act is the non-fivoditction of the license on demand by any police
officer(4). If a person driving a motor vehicle does rot produce his
license immediately when called upon to do so by a police officer,
he is guilty under the Act. The fact that the driver has taken out
a license but left it at home is not sufficient to exonerate him from
the offence. " The words * upon demand' are clear and can have
only one meaning, namely, at once, directly the demand is made. The
reason of the rule is obvious; if a person driving a car has not his
license and cannot produce it immediately and if he be allowed to
go away, it will be open to any body to evade the Act and at once
depart and never be seen any more by the police officer concerned.
The number on the car will only inform the police as to the owner-
ship of the car, but it would not inform them who was the driver (5).**
Although the Act does not specifically lay down that a driver shall
have his license on his person when driving a car but the require-
ment of the law that a driver shall produce his license on demand
pre-supposes that the license must be on the person of the driver.
Again, the law says that th,e holder of a license shall not allow it
to be used by any other person (6), Now, if a properly licensed
driver be excused when he says, on demand, that although he has
taken out a license he has left it at home, it is not improbable that
his license may meanwhile be utilised by another person who has not
taken out a license under the Act: the. transferability of a license
may thus be indirectly encouraged,
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